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PERPETUAL EASEMENT FOR RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY OVER

MILITARY RESERVATION ON ANASTASIA ISLAND, FLA.

FEBRUARY 10, 1925.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted
the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 12063]

The Committee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the bill
(H. R. 12063) to authorize the Secretary of War to grant a perpetual
easement for railroad right of way over and upon a portion of the
military reservation on Anastasia Island, in the State of Florida,
having considered the same, report favorably thereon with the
recommendation that it do pass, with the following amendment:
Page 3, line 18, change the period to a colon and add the following:

And provided further, That this grant shall not become effective until there
shall have been reconveyed to the United States, free from all encumbrances,
the title to that portion of the existing right of way of the St. John's Electric Co.
across this reservation which will be superseded by the new right of way.

The amendment was suggested in a letter of the Secretary of War
in reporting upon a similar bill (S. 4152) as follows:

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, February 5, 1925.

Hon. JAMES W. WADSWORTH, Jr.,
Chairman Committee on Military Affairs,

United States Senate.

MY DEAR SENATOR WADSWORTH: With reference to S. 4152, referred by your
committee to me for the views of the War Department, I am pleased to state
that there is no objection on the part of the War Department to the enactment
of this legislation, provided an additional clause be added to read as follows:
"Provided further, That this grant shall not become effective until there shall

have been reconveyed to the United States, free from all encumbrances, the title
to that portion of the existing right of way of the St. John's Electric Co. across
this reservation which will be superseded by the new right of way."

Sincerely yours,
JOHN W. WEEKS, Secretary of War.

This is not a new project. The St. John's Electric Co. is already
in the enjoyment of a location across Anastatia Island. The lour-
pose of this measure is to enable the company to relocate its line,
thereby moving it farther from the beach to avoid washouts from
wave action and to provide a shorter and better roadbed. It is the
opinion of your committee this change will operate to make the
Government land more valuable rather than less valuable.
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